
Minutes from the 2018 Student 
Assessment Negotiated Rulemaking 
Committee meeting November 5, 2018 
Call to Order and Recap 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by Facilitator Jason Nicholas. 
Housekeeping items, such as minutes, internet connectivity, and microphones, were 
discussed. 

Committee Membership 
 
On November 5th, 14 independent stakeholders participated in the meeting. Committee 
members, OPI staff, and facilitator Jason Nicholas introduced themselves since there 
were two new Committee members in attendance. Ashley Davis and Lance Boyd were 
not present for this meeting. Karen Pollari, Sharyl Allen, Susan Quinn, Roger 
Dereszynski, Denise Williams, and Linda Rost participated virtually in the meeting via 
teleconference.  

Rule Recommendation Report 
 
State Assessment Director Ashley McGrath led the review, proofreading, and 
discussion of the Rule Recommendation Report section by section. The committee 
discussed the issue of who is a school district employee for Rule 13. Board of Public 
Education (BPE) Executive Director Pete Donovan noted that for Rule 3, the additional 
language about the BPE was missing. Ms. McGrath said it was omitted in error and 
would be included in the final version of the report for the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. The committee also discussed the following topics: 

• Formatting of the report and graphs 
• Consistency of naming of schools or school districts 
• Asterisk noting which rules did not have consensus 
• The next steps in the rulemaking process 
• How the numerical number for consensus was decided 
• Which words to include the definitions section of the report 



Economic Impact Survey Results Outline 
 
Ms. McGrath led the review, proofreading, and discussion of the Economic Impact 
Survey Results Outline section by section. The committee discussed the survey results 
and the issue of not having zero as one of the answer options. The committee also 
discussed the following topics: 
 

• How to format the survey data for better readability by others 
• The definition of Superintendent’s Cabinet 
• What message from the data the committee wanted to send 
• Formatting of the survey data outline and graphs 
• Whether or not to include hyperlinks to the recommended rules 
• Inclusion of dollar amounts for certain survey data 

Implementation of Policy Change Results Outline 
 
Ms. McGrath led the review, proofreading, and discussion of the Implementation and 
Policy Change Results Outline. The committee discussed the following topics: 
 

• How to format the data for better readability by others 
• Types of graphs to include in the outline (i.e., pie charts vs. bar graphs) 
• How to best summarize the data 
• Ranking of the recommended rules 
• Which rules were missing from the outline 

Ms. McGrath thanked the committee for all their work during the last few months. It was 
announced that Mr. Nicholas would send out an evaluation for the committee members 
to complete. Mr. Nicholas said he would send out information to the committee on how 
to send him anonymous comments. He thanked the committee for their work. Ms. 
McGrath said any additional comments would be accepted until December 5, 2018 at 
the state e-mail address NRStudentAssessment@mt.gov. 
 

Public Comment and Adjournment 
 
Office of Public Instruction (OPI) Content Standards and Instruction (CSI) Division 
Administrator Colet Bartow asked for public comment about the committee’s work and 
the day’s proceedings. Ms. Bartow thanked the Montana School Board Association for 
use of their facilities. Finding none, Mr. Nicholas adjourned the meeting at 2:04 pm.  
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